
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF YPSILANTI 
MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 17, 2021 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

 
 

Supervisor Stumbo called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the 
Ypsilanti Township Civic Center Board Room, 7200 S. Huron River Drive, Ypsilanti 
Township. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silent 
prayer. 
 
Members Present:  Supervisor Stumbo, Clerk Heather Jarrell Roe, and 
                                         Treasurer Eldridge 
                                         Trustees: John Newman, Gloria Peterson, 
                                                           Debbie Swanson, and Jimmie Wilson, Jr. 
                                 
Members Absent:  none 
                    
Legal Counsel:   Wm. Douglas Winters 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS (THREE MINUTES PER PERSON)  
 
None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. MINUTES OF THE JULY 20, 2021 WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING   
 
B. STATEMENTS AND CHECKS  

 
1. STATEMENTS AND CHECKS FOR AUGUST 3, 2021 IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$4,342,050.02 
2. STATEMENTS AND CHECKS FOR AUGUST 17, 2021 IN THE AMOUNT 

OF $239.371.61 
3. CLARITY HEALTHCARE DEDUCTIBLE ACH EFT FOR JULY 2021 IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $52,234.87 
4. Clarity healthcare admin fee for JULY 2021 in the amount of 

$1,208.60 
 

C. TREASURER’S REPORT JULY 2021 

A motion was made by Treasurer Eldridge, supported by Trustee Wilson to 
Approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
The motion carried unanimously. 
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ATTORNEY REPORT 
 

A. GENERAL LEGAL UPDATE 
 
Attorney Winters stated that the firm has had to deal with several time consuming 
legal issues this summer. He explained that WXYZ-TV did a report on the 
Crematorium on Michigan Ave in August after receiving the information from a 
FOIA report they had requested from the township.  
He said the township has tried to obtain answers from the State of Michigan 
regarding how this Crematorium was able to operate and the details on what the 
state division is going to do to hold their people responsible for letting this happen. 
He said the owner, Mr. Swanson, had his mortuary science license revoked for 
doing the same thing at a crematorium he owned in Flint. He said because of this 
Mr. Swanson was not to be involved in any funeral business or crematorium but 
somehow the State of Michigan allowed this to happen again. He said they have 
not received any response from the State of Michigan. He said it was reported by 
WXYZ that when Ypsilanti Township learned about what was happening at this 
Crematorium they acted immediately to condemn the building and take the 
responsible people to court. 
 
Attorney Winters stated the another case was with Judith Pontius and her 
marijuana business being conducted in a residential district. He said that Ms. 
Pontius stated she was a caregiver and the 55 plants she was growing were needed 
for her patients. Attorney Winters explained that just before the court hearing in 
July Judith Pontius’ Attorney Barton Morris stated that she was no longer a 
caregiver and that the 55 plants were for her personal use.  He said at the July 
hearing the judge scheduled an evidentiary hearing for August 20, 2021. He said at 
the August hearing Attorney Morris was supposed to explain to the Judge why his 
client has a right to keep 55 plants for her personal use. He said Attorney Morris 
was supposed to file a legal motion and brief to that affect by July 30, 2021 and the 
Township was to respond to that by August 12, 2021.  Attorney Winters received 
on July 30, 2021 an email from Attorney Morris that stated “in preparation for my 
brief and in review of the explicable law I agree that we cannot use Section 8 as a 
defense to the argument that my client is entitled to be in possession of 55 plants 
and even if section 8 did apply Ms. Pontius was technically in violation of the court 
order when she did not arrange for the Sheriff to count the plants or reduce her 
plant count be the June 21, 2021, I therefore, will stipulate that my client was in 
violation of the court order and we are prepared to address the court about any 
penalty to be imposed, we are no longer asserting that she is entitled to have 55 
marijuana plants for personal use”.  Attorney Winters stated he believes this has 
been nothing but a game. He said this was an abuse of the court system, the 
Township, and the Washtenaw County Sheriffs’ Department. He said all of these 
have taken time away from work that needs to be done in the Township. 
 
Treasurer Eldridge asked if we can pursue cost recovery for both, the crematorium 
and the Judith Pontius case.  
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Attorney Winters stated they are seeking at the August 20, 2021 hearing to have 
Attorney fees reimbursed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. 1st READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2021-496, AN ORDINANCE TO 
AMEND CHAPTER 62, ARTICLE IV, SECTION 62-77 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF YPSILANTI, TO ADJUST SEWAGE 
DISPOSAL RATES    

 
A motion was made by Clerk Jarrell Roe, supported by Treasurer Eldridge to 
Approve 1st Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2021-496, an Ordinance to Amend 
Chapter 62, Article IV, Section 62-77 of the Code of Ordinances, charter Township 
of Ypsilanti, to Adjust Sewage Disposal Rates (see attached).     
 
Swanson…………………..Yes           Newman…………………..Yes       Peterson………..Yes   
Jarrell Roe………………..Yes           Stumbo……………………..Yes      Eldridge………….Yes 
Wilson……………………..Yes        
 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

2. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE REORGANIZATION OF THE OFFICE OF 
COMMUNITY STANDARDS AND APPROVAL OF TWO (2) NEW POSITIONS, 
COMMUNITY COMPLIANCE DIRECTOR AND STAFF PLANNER    

 
A motion was made by Trustee Wilson, supported by Treasurer Eldridge to 
Approve the Reorganization of the Office of Community Standards and Approval 
of Two (2) New Positions, Community Compliance Director and Staff Planner.  
 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

3. REQUEST TO APPROVE A PROVIDER CHANGE FOR VISION INSURANCE AND 
DISABILITY/LIFE INSURANCE          

 
A motion was made by Trustee Peterson, supported by Trustee Swanson to 
Approve the Request to Change the Provider for Vision Insurance and 
Disability/Life Insurance.    
 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

4. REQUEST THE APPROVAL OF THE GIFT DONATION AND LICENSE OF USE 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA)  

 
A motion was made by Trustee Peterson, supported by Trustee Swanson to 
approve the gift donation and license of use Memorandum of Agreement with 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) (see attached). 
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The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

5. REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE TO APPROVE THE SALE AND/OR REMOVAL OF 
EXCESS TOWNSHIP EQUIPMENT    

 
A motion was made by Clerk Jarrell Roe, supported by Trustee Wilson to Approve 
the Request to Sale and/or Remove Excess Township Equipment.   
   
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

6. REQUEST TO WAIVE THE FINANCIAL POLICY AND APPROVE AF SMITH 
ELECTRIC TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO REPLACE THE HOUSE TRANSFORMER 
AT THE HYDRO STATION IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $17,480.00 
BUDGETED IN LINE ITEM #252-535-930-001   

 
A motion was made by Clerk Jarrell Roe, supported by Treasurer Eldridge to 
Approve the Request to Waive the Financial Policy and Approve AF Smith Electric 
to Provide Services to Replace the House Transformer at the Hydro Station in an 
Amount Not to exceed $17,480.00 Budgeted in Line Item #242-535-930-001.           
 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

7. REQUEST TO WAIVE THE FINANCIAL POLICY AND APPROVE THE PURCHASE 
OF TWO (2) SUMP PUMPS AND ACCESSORIES FOR FIRE HEADQUARTERS 
FROM HUTZEL PLUMBING AND HEATING IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$10,000.00 BUDGETED IN LINE ITEM #217-970-000-971-008  

 
A motion was made by Clerk Jarrell Roe, supported by Treasurer Eldridge to 
Waive the Financial Policy and Approve the Purchase of Two (2) Sump Pumps and 
Accessories for Fire Headquarters from Hutzel Plumbing and Heating in an 
Amount Not to Exceed $10,000.00 Budgeted in Line Item #217-970-000-971-008. 
 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

8. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE 2021 L-4029 
 
A motion was made by Clerk Jarrell Roe, supported by Trustee Peterson to 
Approve the 2021-L-4029 (see attached). 
 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

9. BUDGET AMENDMENT #9 
 
A motion was made by Clerk Jarrell Roe, supported by Treasurer Eldridge to 
Approve Budget Amendment #9 (see attached). 
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The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Peterson, supported by Trustee Wilson to 
Adjourn. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:53PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Brenda L. Stumbo, Supervisor                  Heather Jarrell Roe, Clerk 
Charter Township of Ypsilanti                  Charter Township of Ypsilanti 



 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF YPSILANTI 
Proposed Ordinance 2021-496 

 
 

 

An ordinance to amend Chapter 62, Article IV, Section 62-77 of the Code of 
Ordinances, Charter Township of Ypsilanti, to adjust sewage disposal rates. 

 
 

 
 
 
follows: 

BE IT ORDERED BY THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF YPSILANTI, that: 

Section 62-77 of Chapter 62, Article IV of the Code of Ordinances be revised as 
 

For all billings rendered prior to October 1, 2021, existing sewage disposal service rates 
shall prevail. For all billings rendered on or after October 1, 2021, charges for sewage disposal 
services shall be as follows, for each bimonthly (two-month) period: 

 
(1) Readiness-to-serve rates based on size of meter: 

 
 

Meter Size 
(inch) 

Sewage Rate 

5/8-3/4 $ 16.80 
1 $ 42.01 
1-1/2 $ 84.00 
2 $ 134.41 
3 $ 420.03 
4 $ 840.06 
6 $ 1,680.11 
8 $ 2,940.19 
10 $ 4,620.30 
12 $ 5,460.36 

 
 

(2) Commodity rate: $2.76 per 100 cubic feet 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * *















CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF YPSILANTI
 2021 BUDGET AMENDMENT #9

August 17, 2021

AMOUNTS ROUNDED UP TO THE NEAREST DOLLAR 

213 - BIKE, SIDEWALK, REC, ROADS GENERAL FUND (BSRII) Total Increase $501,930.00

Revenues: Prior Year Fund Balance 213-000-699.999 $6,000.00
Net Revenues $6,000.00

Expenditures: Capital - Landscape and Trees 213-901-975.600 $6,000.00

Net Expenditures $6,000.00

Fund Equity Reserved for Tree Replacement 213-000-375.005 ($6,000.00)
Fund Equity Fund Balance 213-000-390.000 $6,000.00

$0.00

Revenues: Prior Year Fund Balance 213-000-699.999 $247,965.00
State Grant - DNR 213-000-569.023 $247,965.00

Net Revenues $495,930.00

Expenditures: Loonfeather Park 213-901-975.587 $495,930.00

Net Expenditures $495,930.00

Request to increase budget for the purchase of trees to be planted at our parks and properties. This is funded by a 
reserve account for tree replacement within the appropriated prior year fund balance.

Request to increase budget for the Loonfeather Point Park renovation project. The Board approved the bid from 
Premier Group Associated at the July  20, 2021 meeting. There is a MDNR Grant for 50% of the project with the 
Township contributing 50%.  This will be funded 50% by the MDNR grant and 50% funded by an appropriation of 
prior year fund balance. 
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