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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF YPSILANTI 
 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2019-488 
 

An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances, 
Charter Township of Ypsilanti, Chapter 30, Article II  

Entitled Fire Prevention Code by Adoption of the  
2018 Edition of the International Fire Prevention Code  

 
 

 The Charter Township of Ypsilanti hereby Ordains that Chapter 30 of the 

Code of Ordinances for Ypsilanti Township, Article II entitled Fire Prevention 

Code is hereby amended as follows: 

 DELETE in its entirety the current Article II entitled Fire Prevention Code 

(Sections 30-26 through 30-31, inclusive). 

 ADD the following new provision: 

 A. Adoption by Reference. 
 

 A certain document, copies of which are on file with the 
office of the Township Clerk and the Bureau of Fire Prevention, 
being marked and designated as the “International Fire Code, 
2018 Edition, International Code Council,” is adopted by 
reference, including Appendix Chapters A through N, and all 
references therein printed – except those section and appendices 
herein amended, deleted or added. This document shall be known 
and may be cited as the “Fire Prevention Code of the Charter 
Township of Ypsilanti,” regulating and governing conditions 
hazardous to life and property from the standpoint of fire and 
explosion and for defining the scope of authority of the chief of the 
fire department and the bureau of fire prevention.  
 
B. Purpose of Article. 
 
 The purpose of this article is to provide for the prevention of 
fires and the protection of persons and property from exposure to 
the dangers of fire and explosion; to authorize the investigation of 
fires and the discovery of crime or other offenses in relation thereto; 
to require the razing, repair and alterations of building, and the 
clearing and improvement of premises which constitute a fire 
hazard or a menace to the peace, security or safety of persons or 
property; to control the use and occupancies of such premises; to 
provide for the transportation, use and storage of inflammable 
liquids, compressed gases, and corrosive liquids; to prohibit the use 
of certain fire extinguishers and fire extinguishing agents; to provide 
for the administration of this article; and to fix penalties for violation 
of the provisions of this article.  
 
C. Code Available for Public Use and Inspection. 
 
 Complete printed copies of the Fire Prevention Code of the 
Charter Township of Ypsilanti and supplements, therein adopted, 
are available for public use and inspection at the office of the 
Township Clerk and at the office of the Bureau of Fire Prevention.  
 
D. References in Code. 
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 References in the Fire Prevention Code of the Charter 
Township of Ypsilanti and supplements to the word “state” shall 
mean the State of Michigan; reference to the word “municipality” 
shall mean the Township of Ypsilanti; references to the term 
“corporation counsel” shall be held to mean the attorney for the 
township; reference to the term “bureau of fire prevention” shall 
mean the township fire department; and reference to the term “fire 
official” shall be held to mean the chief of the fire department or his 
authorized designee. 
 
E. Code Revisions. 
 
 The following sections of the International Fire Code, 2018 
Edition, International Code Council, are hereby revised. 
 
 Section 101.1 - insert Charter Township of Ypsilanti 

   
Section 110.4 – delete in its entirety and replace with the 
following provision: 

 
Section 110.4  Persons who shall violate a provision of 
this code or shall fail to comply with any of the requirements 
thereof or who shall erect, install, alter, repair or do work in 
violation of the approved construction documents or directive 
of the code official, or of a permit or certificate used under 
the infraction, and shall be subject to a fine as follows: 

 
a. The fine for any first violation of Article II shall 
be $100.00. 
 
b. The fine for any violation which the violator 
has, within the past two years, been found in violation 
of once before, shall be $250.00. 
 
c. The fine for any violation which the violator 
has, within the past two years, been found in violation 
of twice before, shall be $500.00.  

   
The imposition of one penalty for any violation shall not 
excuse the violations or permit it to continue.  All such 
persons shall be required to correct or remedy such situation 
or defects within a reasonable time, and, when not otherwise 
specified, each act or violation and every day upon which 
such violation shall occur shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
The application of the penalties of this section shall not be 
held to prevent the enforced removal of prohibited conditions 
by injunctive or other relief. 

 
Each day that a violation continues after due notice has 
been served shall be deemed a separate violation. 
 

 Section 112.4 – insert $100 or more than $500 
 
Section 901.2 – Fire Sprinkler Plan Submittal (Added to 
read) 
 
 All fire sprinkler plans shall be submitted to the fire 
official for review.  The fire official may request review of the 
sprinkler plans by a third party.  The third party shall be 
included on a list of companies approved by the Charter 
Township of Ypsilanti Fire Prevention Bureau.  The Charter 
Township of Ypsilanti Fire Prevention Bureau shall witness 
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all required tests and field inspections of all fire sprinkler 
systems. 
 

a. A list of approved companies will be available 
in the Fire Prevention Bureau and the Office of 
Community Standards. 
 
b. No company will be allowed to review its own 
plans. 

 
 Section 906.1. - Residential Fire Extinguisher 
Requirements Rental Units. *2015 Property Maintenance 
Code language (Added to read) 
 
 a. It shall be the responsibility of the owner(s) of 
single family and multiple family rental units to provide each 
living unit with a portable fire extinguisher. 
 
 b. The fire extinguisher shall have a minimum 1A-
10BC rating or higher, and shall be mounted in a readily 
accessible location within each dwelling unit. Each 
extinguisher shall be tagged to include a maintenance and 
inspection record and must be operable at all times. 
 
 c. It shall be the owner’s responsibility to maintain 
the extinguisher in accordance with NFPA 10, and such 
maintenance shall include, but is not limited to, recharging 
the extinguisher of the unit which was discharged when 
attempting to extinguish a documented fire. For the purpose 
of this section, a documented fire shall mean any fire that the 
Ypsilanti Township Fire Department has responded to and/or 
has a record of. In all other cases it shall be the 
responsibility of the resident to recharge the extinguisher. 
 
 d. The resident of a single family or multiple 
family rental unit shall be responsible to advise the building 
owner, or his designated agent, whenever a required fire 
extinguisher is missing, damaged, discharged or in need of 
service. 
 
 e. Anyone tampering with, damaging or 
interfering with the effectiveness of a fire extinguisher shall 
be in violation of this code.  
 
Section 907.2 - Minimum Smoke Detection 
Requirements Rental Units. *2015 Property Maintenance 
Code language (Added to read) 
 
 a. Each apartment, suite, or sleeping area of 
every single or multiple dwelling units shall be provided with 
a minimum of one smoke detector capable of sensing visible 
or invisible products of combustion. 
 
 b. The smoke detector shall be approved or listed 
by recognized or independent testing laboratories and, when 
actuated, shall provide an alarm suitable to warn the 
occupants within the individual dwelling unit. 
 
 c. A minimum of one smoke detector shall be 
located in the immediate area of all sleeping quarters. 
 
 d. All single family and multiple dwelling units, 
including duplexes, shall comply with this section. 
 



 

 4 

 e. It shall be the responsibility of the owner(s) of 
each rental unit to install and maintain in operating condition 
smoke detectors in each dwelling unit as herein provided. 
 
 f. All devices, combination of devices and 
equipment required herein are to be installed in conformance 
with the Michigan Building and Residential Codes and this 
section. 
 
 g. At least one smoke detector shall be installed 
to protect each sleeping area. A sleeping area is defined as 
the area or areas of the family living unit in which the 
bedrooms or sleeping rooms are located. When bedrooms 
ordinarily used for sleeping are separated by other used 
areas, such as kitchens or living rooms, but not bathrooms 
or closets, they shall be considered as separate sleeping 
areas for the purpose of this section. 
  
F.  Geographic Limits Referred to in Certain Sections of 
the Code. 
 
The geographic limits referred to in certain sections of the 
2018 International Fire Code are hereby established as 
follows: 
 
Section 5704.2.9.6.1 (geographic limits in which the storage 
of Class I and Class II liquids in above-ground storage tanks 
outside of buildings is prohibited): Storage of greater than 50 
gallons is prohibited within 50 feet of a structure. 
 
Section 5706.2.4.4 (geographic limits in which the storage of 
Class I and Class II liquids in above-ground ground storage 
tanks is prohibited): Amend to add the following language: 
 
a. An above ground storage tank shall not be erected less 

than 300 feet (92 meters) from any of the following: 
i. a mineshaft. 
ii. an air escape shaft for a mine. 
iii. a school 
iv. a church 
v. a hospital 
vi. a theater 
vii. assembly occupancies for 50 or more persons. 

 
b. The above ground storage tank, loading operation, or 

unloading operation shall not be installed closer than 25 
feet (7.6 meters) plus 1 inch (25 millimeters) per 1,000 
volts, measured horizontally from the nearest conductor 
or power lines, except that a service entrance and 
service line may be closer than 25 feet (7.6 meters), but 
shall not be over a tank loading or unloading area. 

 
Section 5806.2 (geographic limits in which the storage of 
flammable cryogenic fluids in stationary containers is 
prohibited): Amend to add the following language: 
 
a. Stationary containers with storage greater than 45 

gallons is prohibited within 50 feet of the following: 
 
i. Places of public assembly 
ii. Non-ambulatory patient areas 
 

b. Stationary containers with storage greater than 45 
gallons is prohibited within 15 feet of the following: 
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i. Combustible materials such as paper, leaves, 

weeds, dry grass or debris exposure hazards 
 

c.   Stationary containers with storage greater than 45 
gallons is prohibited within 10 feet of the following: 

 
ii. Air intakes 
 

c. Stationary containers with storage greater than 45 
gallons is prohibited within 5 feet of the following: 
 
i. Lot lines 

 
 
Section 6104.2 (geographic limits in which the storage of 
liquefied petroleum gas is restricted for the protection of 
heavily populated or congested areas): Amend to add the 
following language: 
 
 For the protection of heavily populated and congested 
areas, the maximum aggregate capacity of any installation of 
liquefied petroleum gas shall not exceed a water capacity of 
2,000 gallons within 50 feet (15.2 meters) of a structure. 
 
 

G. Rights and Remedies are Cumulative. 
 

The rights and remedies provided herein are cumulative and 
in addition to any other remedies provided by law. 
 

H. Severability Clause. 
 
 That if any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
of this ordinance. The Charter Township of Ypsilanti hereby 
declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each 
section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of the 
fact that any one or more sections, subsection, sentences, clauses 
or phrases by declared unconstitutional.  
 
I. Publication. 

This Ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation as required by law. 
 
J. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall be effective upon publication in a newspaper 
of general circulation as required by law. 

 
 

I, Karen Lovejoy Roe, Clerk of the Charter Township of Ypsilanti, County of Washtenaw, State of 
Michigan hereby certify approval of the first reading of Proposed Ordinance No. 2019-488 by the 
Charter Township of Ypsilanti Board of Trustees assembled at a regular meeting held on June 
18, 2019. The second reading is scheduled to be heard on July 16, 2019. 
 

 
_______________________________ 

Karen Lovejoy Roe, Clerk 
                                                                                                            Charter Township of Ypsilanti 

 

 


